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Exploration and Mining in Lake Babine Nation Territory  

 

Greetings and Blessings to the community and citizens of Old Fort who I represent at the Council 
table.  First of all I would like to send prayers to those that have lost a loved one, those that may 
be dealing with health issues and ask the Lord to bless the entire Nation. 
 
It has been a full and busy year even with the pandemic, which is priority for Lake Babine as the 
safety and wellness of all member is important to us. 
 
You will notice the Foundation update that was submitted as a team providing information on 
the recently signed Foundation Agreement, in addition to the Foundation work LBN has 
continued to work on other Natural Resource developments.  I am happy to report that LBN has 
finally recruited a Director for Natural Resources and will be introduced at the AGA. 
There is also a briefing that gives a summary of the mining and exploration development that is 
happening within the territory. 

Major resource development projects require approval from BC through an environmental 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ όά9!έύ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ ./Ωǎ ƴŜǿ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
coming into force in December. It creates real opportunities for Crown-Indigenous collaboration 
on EAs, and the Foundation Agreement would harness those opportunities. 

Lake Babine and BC would begin by developing and implementing an agreement under the new 
Environmental Assessment Act for how to collaborate and try to reach consensus in the EA 
process. At this stage, Lake Babine and BC would work together more closely on EAs, but BC 
would remain the final decision-maker until such time that LBN negotiates the section 41 



agreement. The new EA is much more First Nation friendly and have been working with the LBN 
team.   

I understand that there are many moving parts in what I am reporting, please get involved as this 
processed was negotiated and designed with every LBN member in mind, you can get involved 
by asking questions, be an Advisory Team member, there will be advisory teams recruited for 
almost every sector of the agreement. 

I would like to thank all of you that have joined the virtual AGA, due to the pandemic there are 
many changes and our new normal is now working in ways that we can help protect each 
member, especially those most vulnerable. 

Do have a blessed rest of the year, and keep safe, follow what Dr. Bonnie Henry puts down for 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ .9 YLb5Σ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ōŜ 
with each of you. 

There are a number of ongoing and proposed exploration and mining projects in Lake Babine 
Nation (LBN) territory. We are monitoring all of these mining and exploration projects with our 
community members in mind. Below is a summary of each project based on the type of project. 

1. Exploration projects  

An exploration project involves a company doing work to identify whether an area has 
prospective mineral resources in the claim area. One out of every 10,000 exploration projects 
actually end up progressing to a mine stage. There are several exploration projects in our 
territory including a project currently in the exploration stage, projects that are permitted but 
ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ƘƻƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ōȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources (MEMPR). 

Projects currently in the exploration phase:  

¶ Commander Resources - Burn Project  

¶ Amarc Resources Ltd. - Duke Project  

Projects that have been permitted but are not currently in exploration:  

¶ Fractal Mines - Denison Creek Project  

¶ French Peak Project  

¶ Pacific Empire Minerals - Bulkley tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ {ŀǘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ tŀǊŀƎƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ .ǳƭƭΩǎ 9ȅŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ 
and Topley Richfield  

tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ./Ωǎ a9atw ŦƻǊ ŀ bƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪΥ 

¶ Harvest Gold - Jacobite Project  

¶ Lloyd Minerals/ Blue Lagoon Resources - Big Onion Project 

2. Projects preparing for operations  

¶ Blue Lagoon Resources - Dome Mt. Project 



¶ Coastal Gas Link is operating a work camp in Burns Lake  

3. Projects in environmental assessment 

¶ Pacific Booker - aƻǊǊƛǎƻƴ /ƻǇǇŜǊκDƻƭŘ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ Lƴ нлмрΣ ./Ωǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
Assessment Offices (BCEAO) determined that further assessment was required for this 
project. The BCEAO assured LBN that they will keep us informed of any changes in the 
ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ [.b άŘŜŜǇƭȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέΦ 

4. Old remediation projects  

¶ Glencore - Bell Mine and Water Treatment Plant and Granisle Project 

 

To find out more please contact Verna Power at verna.power@lakebabine.com 
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Betty Patrick 
Foundation Agreement Implementation Manager 

 

Foundation Agreement Update 
 
Hadih, 
 
LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǎƛƴŎŜ [ŀƪŜ .ŀōƛƴŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ./ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Canada signed the Lake Babine Nation Foundation Agreement.  
 
The Agreement signing came together quickly and we have heard from some members that you 
ŦŜƭǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƭŜŦǘ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŀȅΦ ²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ 
members. 
 
Started four years ago under Chief Wilf Adam, the Foundation Agreement has been a work in 
progress. The Agreement is not a treaty but is a new type of agreement never before seen in BC.  
 
It arose because Lake Babine Nation was frustrated with the modern treaty process. A process 
that saw First Nations in BC having to give too much away in return for limited land bases and 
governing powers, and having to borrow money to negotiate our inherent rights. 
 
Lake Babine Nation decided to go in another direction. To begin implementing our existing rights 
and title and to secure immediate lands, economic opportunities, and funding to improve 
programs and services. We discussed this with BC and they agreed to give it a try. They agreed to 
work toward an agreement that would preserve LBN rights and title and not affect our ability to 



pursue legal action, treaty or other processes available. Canada joined the negotiations in 
December 2017. 
 
Since LBN started working on this agreement in 2016, we met with members 7 times to work 
through parts of the agreement and get input from our five communities and also in Smithers, 
Prince George and Vancouver, the main city centres where Lake Babine Nation members live.  
The Agreement that we signed with BC and Canada was the same agreement members reviewed 
at our December 2019 meetings.  
 
Canada had agreed to sign the Agreement in September 2019 (just before the last federal 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴύ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΦ ./Ωǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
slowed down when the Covid-19 pandemic hit.  
 
When we heard a snap provincial election was being called, we worked to ensure that BC would 
commit to our Agreement beforehand. BC Minister Scott Fraser called Chief Alec on Wednesday 
September 16 to confirm that BC was ready to sign the Agreement on Friday September 18. This 
was the last day before BC called the election.  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀƭ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ 
ǘƘƛǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛted our ability to come together face to 
face in the ways that we are used to as Lake Babine Nation. Weddings, funerals, welcoming new 
babies, our very way of life has changed with Covid-19 and we are struggling to adapt to these 
changes. 
 
We want to acknoǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦ !ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
happened and celebrate this Agreement.  
 
¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ the real work with the Foundation 
Agreement has just begun.  
 
Over 150 Lake Babine Nation members are needed to form Advisory Teams. Child and Family, 
Governance and Wildlife teams are already up and running.  Justice and Fisheries teams are 
seeking members now, and Housing and Infrastructure, Education, Health, and Economic 
Development will be advertising soon. Every single member of this Nation can help shape our 
future by sharing their ideas, concerns and their dreams for how to move forward.  
 
As a result of this Agreement, last week Lake Babine Nation posted 15 new jobs in the child and 
family sector, and is currently seeking a Governance Director. This is a signal of the types of 
opportunities that will be available to members as we resume our rightful place in our territories 
and managing our own affairs.  
 



At a recent session with youth, Julian Brown described it best, "In a nutshell it seems like the 
Foundation Agreement is LBN putting all of the chips on the table. The leadership has started 
the work, now it's up to the membership and future generations to help get it done." 
 

 
 

Caption: On September 18, 2020 Lake Babine Nation, Canada and BC signed the 20 year 
Foundation Agreement which includes initial land parcels, forestry tenures, and Nation-building 
funds valued at 200 million. The Agreement provides a foundation and resources to develop and 
enact LBN laws, customs and practices to meet LBN political, social and economic needs and 
aspirations. Pictured here at the signing: Left to right (back row): Monty Palmantier, Executive 
Director; Betty Patrick, FPA Manager;  Chief Gordon Alec; Emma Palmantier, Health Director; 
Cheyene Dennis, Councillor; Verna Power, Councillor; Delores Alec, Councillor; Melvin Joseph, 
Councillor; Murphy Abraham, Councillor; Deputy Chief Derek MacDonald, Shane Modine, 
Councillor. 

Left to right (front row): Frank Alec, Hereditary Chief: Dunen (Bear Clan); Ronnie West, 
Hereditary Chief: JeDimSkaNes (Caribou Clan); Eugene Patrick, Hereditary Chief: Losah (Frog 
Clan); Herbert William, Hereditary Chief: DewSimTsuk (Beaver Clan) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgina West 
Referral Officer 
 
Hadeeh Lake Babine Nation members 

It has been a big change this year, many things had to change to keep all members safe from the 

pandemic. In March, we had to start working from home. It made things difficult, but I continued 

to speak with industries and Ministry of Forest using Skype and Zoom. I was not able to be out 

on the field a lot this year which made things a lot harder, I was unable to go and see the cut 

blocks but harvesting continued.  

In December 2019, I was offered to be part of the Environmental Stewardship Initiatives (ESI) 

project as Lake Babine representative. This project is for First Nations and the Government of 

Canada to create opportunities for developing new environmental projects with Natural 

Resource.  I attended a few meetings from December 2019 until February 2020, this is a great 

project which covers the Skeena area, and there is opportunities for basic training to do with 

environment. I no longer sit as an LBN rep on this project because of my current position that 

keeps me very busy.  

Every five years, I receive Forest Stewardship Plans (FSP) This FSP is where the plans are on how 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ aƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ¢ǊŜŜΩǎ ό/a¢ΩǎύΣ 

Water Quality, Wildlife, Fish Habitat, SoilǎΣ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ vǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ C{tΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

legislation but since I have been working with referrals, there is more to protect then what the 

legislation says. That is the Western Science of how they should protect the lands during 

harvesting. First Nations have way more to protect on the land, such as wildlife habitat, wildlife 

ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭǎΣ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ /a¢ΩǎΦ hǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ 

land for thousands of years and I am told by an elder to treat the whole traditional territory as a 

sacred land, our people used the whole land to hunt, they walked for miles to hunt and provide 

for their families. Salmon is our number one food source that we all depend on so I am always 

making sure the waters are untouched, even if they are not fish bearing stream, they should not 

ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΦ L ōŜŜƴ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ¦ƴŎƭŜ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ 5±5 ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 


