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SPRUCE HARVESTING NEAR OLD FORT IS A LAST 

RESORT TO KEEP COMMUNITY SAFE 
 

February 1, 2021 
 

Selective harvesting of Spruce Beetle diseased trees began in mid-December across a 5.5-hectare area near the 

Old Fort community.  

 

“It’s a perfect storm” said Forestry Manager Duane Crouse. “Large, mature, Spruce Beetle-ridden trees coupled 

with climate change and increasing forest fire risk near the community of Old Fort meant we had to take action. 

LBN Forestry engineers walked the entire area and we came up with a selective harvest plan that will take care 

of diseased trees and preserve as much as possible for Old Fort members.” 

 

Discussions first began back in December 2018 with Georgina West, Verna Power, PIR and Capfor with regards 

to significant forest health issues with a large outbreak of Spruce Bark Beetle (SBB) & Spruce Budworm that is 

attacking mature forest stands around the Old Fort Village and surrounding area. The epidemic outbreak would 

lead to the death of many of these mature forest stands creating a very large wildfire risk for the Old Fort Village. 

 

Spruce Beetle impacted trees are easily identifiable by their red tinge. The Spruce Beetle works faster than the 

Pine Beetle. While Pine Beetle infested trees are a blowdown risk up to 10 years, trees infested with Spruce 

Beetles become dangerous after only 3-4 years.  

 

The selective harvest is being carried out by Pacific Inland Resource (PIR) under the supervision of Lake Babine 

Forest Products between now and March 2021. PIR was chosen because they specialize in Spruce Beetle 

mitigation and use processes that minimize ground disturbance and wildlife impacts. The road to carry out 

harvesting is a winter road; this will reduce impacts on the ground and make it easier to deactivate. Only Spruce 

trees will be taken, and replanting will occur in the summer according to provincial regulations.  

 

The registered professional foresters (RPF) assessing the cut worked hard to make the buffer between the cut and 

the community bigger, yet they identified significant Spruce Beetle kill only 45 meters from the community and 

buildings. This means that in bad weather, diseased trees could fall on the cemetery or homes in the community.  

 

“This is a preservation and safety cut, not an economic cut,” said Verna Power, Old Fort Council member. “Two 

years ago, when I walked this land it was healthy, but when I walked it last week, so much had changed. This 

beetle works fast, and we need to keep ahead of it. I have the same concerns as members, mainly that this feels 

very close to the community. We would not be cutting this close to Old Fort unless we absolutely had to.”  

 

A portion of the cut will be made available as firewood and dock logs to Old Fort members. By June, it will be 

stacked behind the community. Old Fort members will be part of the crew to clean the forest floor and 

decommission the road. These opportunities will be posted in the spring.  

 

Old Fort members are invited to a Zoom meeting to discuss the harvesting plan and have your questions answered.  

 

Please email Dorothy.Patrick@lakebabine.com to sign up.  
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